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Ramsbottom  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1905. 


lo  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ramsbottom 
Urban  District  Council. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  21st 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  Decen  r  3Ist 
detailing  to  you  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  the  mortality  of  the  past  year 
together  with  the  birth  rate,  an  estimate  of  the  diseases  m 
ie  District,  as  well  as  a  summary  of  the  acflion  taken 

lunnfi  t)e  3'ear  for  the  prevention  of  the  spreading  of 
preventable  diseases. 


As  regards  the  population  of  the  district,  I  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  alter  the  figures  of  the  census  of  too, 

■  mcethat  time,  the  population  has  varied  considerably 

S'"“  ,he  SPri"«  -905,  there  has  been  a  gradual’ 
influx  Of  inhabitants,  owing  chiefly  to  the  construction  of  a 

new  reser.oir  a,  Scout  Moor,  together  with  the  increase  of 
the  births  over  the  deaths. 
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Calculated  on  a  population  of  16,200  the  death  rate  for 
the  past  year  is  15.0  per  1000.  The  number  of  deaths 
recorded  being  243,  Males  119,  Females  124,  an  increase 
of  2  on  the  previous  year.  This  number  includes  the 
deaths  of  14  persons  who  have  died  in  the  Union  Work- 
house,  1  in  Southern  Hospital,  Manchester,  1  in  Northern 
Hospital,  Manchester,  and  1  in  Ashton  Old  Road,  Man¬ 
chester. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  same  period  is  20.25  Per  1000  ; 
328  children  having  been  born.  Males  180,  Females  148. 

With  regard  to  longevity,  21  deaths  occurred  in  persons 
over  75  years  of  age,  and  1 1  over  80  years  of  age,  4  over  85 
and  2  over  go  years  of  age 

The  condition  of  the  District  in  regard  to  the  mortality 
from  Zymotic  diseases  is  5  less  thin  last  year  In  the 
quarter  ending  March  31st,  the  death  rate  was  -123.  North 
Ward,  1  Diarrhoea  ;  East  Ward,  1  Diarrhoea.  Quarter 
ending  June  30th,  the  death  rate  was  .185  ;  Central  Ward, 
1  Diphtheria,  1  Diarrhoea  ;  West  Ward,  1  Diarrhoea. 
Quarter  ending  September  30th,  the  death  rate  was  .432  ; 
Central  Ward,  3  Diarrhoea  ;  East  Ward,  1  Measles,  1 
Diarrhoea,  1  Erysipelas  ;  Bury  Workhouse,  1  Diarrhoea  ; 
Quarter  ending  December  31st,  the  death  rate  was  .123; 
West  Ward,  2  Diarrhoea. 


ovember 
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Table  I  shews  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  each  month  of  the  year  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  ACt.” 


Table  II  shows  the  different  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred  within  the  preceding  eight  years  : — 

1897  1898  1899  I9OO  I9OI  I902  I903  I904  TijG5 

Deaths  under  1  year .  61  ...  48  ...  61  ...  46  ...  48  ...  40  ...  41  ...  36  ...  35 
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Deaths  in  year  (out.  distr'cft  1 7)  75  37  48  66  243 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases  5  x  4  j  14  Union  Workho’se 

Death  rate  from  diseases  p'r  1000  .308  -0615  .246  .185  .8x34 

Births  for  the  year  .  88  51  87  102  328 
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In  regard  to  the  mortality  of  children  under  one  year, 
there  is  a  decrease  of  i  as  compared  with  the  number 
recorded  last  year.  The  rate  is  14.4  per  cent  of  the  entire 
number  of  deaths,  and  10.64  on  the  number  born. 

The  deaths  of  6  children  under  one  year  are  the  result 
of  infectious  diseases,  viz  : — Diarrhoea  5,  Measles  1  ;  the 
number  of  deaths  under  5  years  of  age,  is  50,  this  being 
6  less  than  last  year. 

In  regard  to  Scarlet  Fever,  I  am  pleased  to  report  that 
there  have  been  no  deaths  ;  also  that  there  is  a  decrease  of 
4  as  compared  with  last  year.  One  case  was  removed  to 
the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  at  Bury.  The  cases  occurred 
in  the  different  Wards  as  follows  : — Central  5,  East  8, 
North  o,  West  o. 

From  Enteric  Fever  no  deaths  have  resulted.  10  cases 
have  been  notified  and  5  of  these  cases  wrere  removed  to 
the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  ;  22  cases  were  reported  last 
year.  The  cases  occur  in  the  different  Wards  as  follows  : 
Central  4,  North  2,  East  1.  West  3. 

With  reference  to  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  several 
defects  were  found  ;  these  have  been  dealt  with  by  the 
Inspector,  and  in  one  or  two  cases  water  closets  have  been 
adopted  in  place  of  privy  middens  or  cesspools. 

The  value  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  very  much 
enhanced  during  the  year  ;  the  treatment  of  patients —  from 
reports  received  — has  been  eminently  satisfactory;  the 
fact  that  we  have  had  so  little  Zymotic  disease,  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  efforts  of  the  Joint  Board  in  providing 
such  efficient  means  of  isolation.  During  the  year  5  cases 
of  Enteric  Fever  and  1  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been 
removed  to  the  Hospital. 
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We  are  still  without  the  nece  ;sary  apparatus  for  dealing 
with  infected  bedding,  though  now.  when  a  case  is  removed, 
the  bedding  is  taken  away  at  the  same  time  to  be  disin¬ 
fected  at  the  Hospital. 

Diarrhoea  has  been  the  c  in  se  of  ii  deiths,  4  ozcurring 
in  Central  Ward,  3  in  West  Ward,  2  in  East  Ward,  1  in 
North  Ward,  and  1  in  Bury  Union  Workhouse.  Particu¬ 
lars  of  ages,  etc.,  are  given  on  Table  IV. 

I  have  to  report  a  decrease  of  1  in  the  number  of 
infantile  deaths. 

With  regard  to  the  precautions  taken  for  the  prevention 
of  the  spreading  of  infectious  diseases,  a  careful  supervision 
has  been  exercised  by  the  Inspector,  and  at  houses  where 
such  cases  have  occurred,  disinfection  has  been  thoroughly 
carried  out  by  means  of  spraying  and  fumigating  until 
Formaldehyde.  In  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  pails  and 
disinfectants  are  provided,  and  the  contents  of  the  pails 
are  disinfected  previously  to  being  buried. 

The  D  ly  School  at  Rowlands,  Summerseat,  was  closed 
during  the  summer  on  account  of  a  severe  outbreak  of 
Measles.  T.ie  school  was  disinfected  previous  to  being 
re-opened. 

From  non  infectious  diseases  229  deaths  have  resulted  ; 
26  are  due  to  Phthises,  being  6  more  than  last  year.  This 
is  a  death  rate  for  this  disease  of  1.6  per  1000,  and  10.7  per 
cent  of  the  entire  number  of  deaths.  Out  of  the  26  cases, 

12  were  males  and  14  were  females,  the  ages  varying  from 

13  to  70  years  ;  nine  were  under  30  years,  and  17  were  in 
ages  varying  from  3  >  1 0  7  )  years.  As  regards  occupation, 
8  were  house-keepers,  8  cotton  operatives,  1  labourer, 
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2  stone  masons,  and  one  each  of  the  following  : — book¬ 
keeper,  fanner,  painter,  fire-beater,  and  paper  maker  ;  two 
had  no  occupation. 

From  respiratory  diseases  50  deaths  have  occurred, 
being  an  increase  of  14  as  compared  with  last  year,  and 
giving  a  death  rate  of  3.08  per  1000  of  the  population  and 
20.57  per  cent  of  the  entire  number  of  deaths  ;  of  these  9 
children  under  5  vears  of  age,  and  41  persons  over  that 
age. 

The  deaths  from  heart  disease  number  32,  being  1.97 
per  1000  of  the  population,  and  13.16  per  cent  of  the  entire 
number  of  deaths.  An  increase  of  1  death  as  compared 
with  last  year. 

From  other  causes  including  7  accidents,  121  deaths 
have  occurred. 


STREET  AND  ROAD  IMPROVEMENTS,  SEWERAGE,  Etc,  1905. 

During  the  year  sanction  has  been  obtained  for  the  borrow¬ 
ing  of  a  sum  of  /8881,  for  Main  Read  Reconstruction 
purposes.  This  is  the  second  Loan  which  has  been  taken 
up  for  the  improvement  of  the  Main  Roads,  the  previous 
sum  borrowed  being  ^8198,  some  three  years  ago,  and  in  the 
expending  of  which  1  mile  2.3  fur.  of  roads  were  entirely  re¬ 
constructed.  A  commencement  was  made  under  the  second 
Loan  Scheme  in  June  last,  and  the  scheduled  work  is 
already  well  advanced,  1200  lineal  yards  of  road  way  having 
been  completed.  The  worst  portion  of  the  Main  Roads, 
that  extending  through  Fdenfield,  between  the  Horse  & 
Jockey  and  Burnley  Road,  has  not  yet  however  been  com¬ 
menced,  for  the  main  sewer  has  only  recently  been  laid, 
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and  the  trench  is  not  yet  thoroughly  consolidated  This 
length  of  road  is  sola  rduled  under  the  Scheme,  to  be  repaved 
and  the  new  paving  will  probably  be  commenced  in  April 
next.  A  great  sanitary  improvement  wdl  be  effected  when 
this  portion  of  road  is  reconstru.fte  1,  for  the  present  paving 
is  in  a  most  dilapidated  condition,  and  in  wet  weather,  the 
sunken  places  fill  up  with  water  and  mud,  which  is  most 
objectionable. 

The  ratepayers  of  Summerseat  have  long  had  a  grievance 
owing  to  the  non-repair  of  the  roads  in  and  about  the 
village.  A  compromise  has  however  been  arranged  as  to 
the  liability  for  the  repair  of  these  roads,  and  the  Council 
entered  upon  the  task  during  the  past  year,  and  repaired 
certain  bad  lengths  of  road  at  a  cost  of  about  ^670.  The 
policy  is  to  be  adopted  of  dealing  with  certain  portions  of 
these  roads,  year  by  year,  until  they  are  put  into  a  reason¬ 
able  state  of  repair. 

Very  little  private  street  work  h  is  been  carried  out  during 
the  year,  the  work  done  comprises  180  lineal  yards  of 
sewers  and  710  superficial  yards  of  street  paving. 

Plans  have  been  approved  tor  5  new  dwelling  houses, 
extensions  to  4  mills,  to  plans  for  additions  and  alterations 
to  existing  premises,  12  plans  for  new  sanitary  conveniences 
and  7  plans  for  new  stables  and  miscellaneous  buildings. 

The  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Works,  at  Summerseat,  has 
continued  to  be  very  good  indeed,  since  the  sewage  was 
first  passed  into  the  septic  tanks  for  treatment  in  July  1904. 
Application  has  been  made  for  sanction  to  borrow  a  further 
sum  of  46000,  for  sewage  purpose;,  the  work  to  be  done 
includes  the  raising  of  the  sewage  from  the  low  lying 
districts  of  Prooksbottoms  and  Lower  Summerseat,  oti  to 


the  works,  so  as  to  admit  of  treatment,  and  also  to  carry 
out  certain  alteration  so  that  the  present  Sewage  Works 
may  be  worked  on  a  principle  of  gravitation. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the  work  of  laying  the 
Trunk  Sewers  in  the  outlying  portions  of  the  town,  has 
been  proceeded  with  to  a  great  extent,  the  length  laid  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  being  2325  lineal  yards.  Upwards  of  65 
houses  have  been  connected  up  to  the  sewers  during  the 
same  period. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  scavening  of  the  Main  Roads  is  satisfactory.  Some 
of  the  outlying  portions  of  the  district;  such  as  Chatterton 
and  Summerseat,  have  been  very  much  improved  since  my 
last  Annual  Report. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  present  method  of  refuse  disposal  is  by  means  of 
tips,  several  of  them  being  available  in  the  district,  these 
are  fairly  well  removed  from  roads  or  buildings.  I  under¬ 
stand  that  the  tips  will  last  some  time. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  regard  to  the  Water  Supply,  efforts  are  being  made 
at  Odgen,  Haslingden  and  Dearden  Brook,  Edenfield,  to 
remedy  what  has  been  up  to  the  present  a  somewhat  unsat¬ 
isfactory  supply,  and  it  is  expeCted  that  when  these  two 
reservoirs  are  completed,  the  rbstrict  will  be  provided  with 
a  more  satisfactory  supply  of  water.  During  the  year  9 
houses,  10  baths,  5  water  closets,  have  been  connected 
with  the  Joint  Board's  Supply. 


The  annexed  report  compiled  by  the  Inspector  shows 
the  number  of  Sanitary  improvements  effected  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  dwellings,  factories,  etc. 

Attention  has  been  paid  to  the  one  registered  Common 
Lodging  House,  the  place  being  regularly  visited,  the  keeper 
pays  careful  attention  to  the  cleansing  and  limewashing. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order.— There  has  been  no 
addition  to  the  register  during  the  year  ;  the  cowsheds  are 
as  a  rule  kept  in  fairly  clean  condition,  though  in  one  or 
two  instances  the  occupier  has  been  requested  tolimewash, 
also  a  few  farmers  had  to  be  cautioned  against  the  keeping 
of  swine  in  cowsheds. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. — As  required  by 
the  above  acc,  I  submit  a  few  rein  irks  dealing  with  the 
places  registered.  There  are  87  placed  on  the  register,  15  of 
which  are  bakehouses.  Periodical  visits  have  been  paid 
and  workshops  found  in  a  fair  con  lition  ;  no  notices  have 
been  served,  verbal  instructions  generally  being  sufficient. 
The  bakehouses  also  have  had  careful  attention  and  in  one  or 
two  cases  the  occupier  has  been  asked  to  limewash,  also 
one  notice  has  been  served  on  the  occupier  of  a  bakehouse, 
for  allowing  fowls  to  have  access. 

With  reference  to  the  conveniences  at  factories,  a  great 
improvement  has  taken  place  during  the  year,  middens  or 
cesspools  being  abolished  in  favour  of  the  water  carriage 
system. 

Homework. —We  receive  lists  from  one  firm  only  :  — 
Messrs.  Porritt  Bror.  &  Austin.  These  are  sent  in  twice  per 
year  as  required.  The  houses  in  which  the  work  is  carried 
on,  arc  very  satisfactory 
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In  conclusion  I  must  say  I  have  received  generous 
co-operation  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
in  carrying  out  the  suggestions  put  before  them,  and  have 
also  received  very  material  assistance,  from  my  fellow 
officials.  I  beg  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  courtesy 
which  has  be  shown  to  me  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  DEANS,  M.B.  C.M., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s 
AM  N  UAL  REPORT  for  1905. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ramsbottom 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  for  consideration 
my  Fourth  Annual  Repo  t,  giving  you  particulars  of  the 
Sanitary  work  which  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  1905. 

Cleansing  Department. — As  in  previous  years,  al!  the 
work  in  connection  with  this  department  is  done  by  your  ov\n 
horses  and  staff,  with  the  exception  of  North  Ward.  The 
work  in  this  Ward  is  still  done  by  contractors,  and  it  is 
s  tarcely  advisable  to  alter  the  system,  the  district  being  very 
scatte  ed.  The  work  is  fairly  well  done,  very  few  complaints 
being  received.  The  sanitary  conveniences  are  chiefly  on 
the  pail  system,  though  there  are  a  number  of  cesspools,  privy 
middens,  and  a  few  waste  water  closets. 

Central,  West  and  East  Wa'ds  have  been  fairly  well 
attended  to,  and  give  general  satisfaction  ;  fourteen  written 
notices  have  been  sent  to  the  contractor,  in  connection  with 
about  60  privies  and  ashpits,  etc.,  during  the  year,  and  56 
have  been  received  from  all  wards  from  occupiers  requesting 
the  refuse  to  be  removed. 

Offal  and  garbage  from  slaughter-houses,  tripe  boilers, 
greengrocers,  etc.,  are  collected  twice  per  week  by  your  own 
staff,  the  cost  of  remov  d  being  charged  to  the  occupiers  of  the 
respective  places.  During  the  year  about  230  loads  of  off  il 
have  been  removed,  and  also  about  100  loads  of  refuse  from 
the  Mnrk<  t  Place. 
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Disposal  of  Refuse.— The  method  of  refuse  disposal 
is  by  means  of  tips,  six  being  open^in  the  district  ;  two  are 
situated  in  West  Ward,  two  in  East  Ward,  one  in  North 
Ward,  and  one  at  Miller  Street,  in  the  Summerseat  District. 
1  hese  tips  will  last  for  a  number  of  years. 

1  he  excreta  from  the  cesspools  and  wet  pails  is  gener¬ 
ally  discharged  into  tanks  formed  with  earth  sides  and  event¬ 
ually  it  is  transferred  to  the  land.  In  Summerseat  the  matter 
was  formerly  deposited  on  Miller  Street  tip  and  buried,  but 
now  it  is  discharged  at  the  Sewage  Works  and  treated  with 
the  ordinary  sewage. 

With  reference  to  the  tips,  we  endeavour  to  keep  the 
surfaces  as  clean  as  possible  and  free  from  offal,  etc.,  but  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  keep  down  the  emanations  which 
during  hot  weather,  arise  from  the  foul  matter  deposited  at 
these  places.  The  tips  are  fairly  well  removed  from  dwell¬ 
ings,  and  we  have  very  few  complaints  of  nuisances. 

Trim  the  summary  of  work  done,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
conservancy  system  of  lefuse  disposal  is  gradually  and  stead¬ 
ily  giving  way  to  the  water  carriage  system.  About  ioo 
water  closets  and  waste  water  closets  have  been  adopted 
during  the  year  in  place  of  a  number  of  privy  middens  and 
cesspools.  This  is  certainly  a  great  improvement,  but  waste 
water  closets  are  scarcely  to  be  regarded  as  an  ideal  sanitary 
appliance,  as  they  are  very  apt  to  become  fouled  on  the  sides 
of  the  pedestal  ;  children  also  have  access  to  them  and  put 
down  sundry  articles  which  subsequently  block  up  the  drain, 
and  entail  expense  on  the  owner.  This  state  of  things  occurs 
most  fiequently  where  closets  and  passages  are  used  in 
common  by  the  occupants  of  two  or  more  houses,  and  it  is 
a  most  difficult  matter  tu  ascertain  the  responsible  party. 
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Seftion  22  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Aft,  1890,  gives 
power  to  a  Local  Authority  to  deal  with  the  occupiers  o 
users  of  common  passages,  and  during  the  summer,  handbills 
quoting  the  above  seftion  were  posted  up  in  places  where 
closets  and  passages  were  so  used. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  amount  of  House  Refuse  removed  monthly  from  the  district  : 

Dry  Wet 

Ashpits.  Loads.  Pails.  Pails.  Cesspools.  Barrels. 


Table  showing  where  house  refuse  has  been  deposited  eacli  month  : 

Dearden  Shipper-  Ewood 

Cemetery  Clough.  bottom  Bridge  Foulcotes  Miller  St.  Others. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  which  has  been 
carried  out  :  — 


Privy  middens  abolished 
Water  Closets  substituted  ... 


Ashpits  re-constrrufied  or  repaired 
Ashpits  abolished 
Dust  bins  provided  ... 

Privy  Cesspools  abolished  ... 

W  ater  Closets  substituted  ... 

Pail  ,,  „  . 

Water  Closets  (additional)  ... 

Pall  ,,  ...  ... 

Closets  rebuilt 

“  Long  Hopper  ”  closets  abolished 

41  Pan  ”  closets  abolished 

Pail  closets  abolished  :  w.c’s.  substituted 

Closets  re-flagged 


Defective  wet  pails  replaced 
Defective  dust  bins  ,, 

Closet  doors  and  seats  fixed 
Defective  ashpit  doors  repaired 
Back  yard  walls  repaired 
H  ouse  drains  relaid  ... 

,,  ,,  cleansed  and  repaired 

Stone  drains  abolished 
H  ouses  connected  to  new  sewers,  about 
New  gullies  provided 
“  Bell  ”  traps  taken  out 
Urinals  ereCted  or  repaired  (mills)... 
Eaves  troughs  repaired 
Rain  water  pipe-;  repaired  or  replaced 
Slopstone  pipes  trapped  or  repaired 


•••  34 
...  68 
...  2 
16 

i 

...  i3 
...  15 

...  22 

10 

...  9 

...  4 

...  30 

...  12 

...  2 

...  9 

—  5 

...  14 

...  7 

...  7 

...  17 

—  5 

...  28 

...  210 
...  8 
.  .  60 

ir 

...  4 

•••  5 

...  4 

...  14 

•••  5 


20 


Seamed  lead  soil-pipe  taken  out  ;  iron  pipe  fixed  ...  i 
Animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

1 'efecffive  “  Tipplers  ”  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fowls  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  cleansed  and  lime- washed .. .  ...  ...  ...  5 

Back  yards  flagged  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Back  to  hack  houses  made  into  through  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  over-crowded  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakehouses  lime-washed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Storerooms  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Slaughterhouses  :  (2  limewashed,  1  drain  repaired.)  3 

Cowsheds  :  (2  limewashed,  and  3  swine  removed  from.)  5 
Unsound  food  destroyed  :  80  lbs.  fish  and  4  stomachs 
from  tripe  dresser. 

Nuisances  reported  to  Committee  in  connection  with 


125  dwellings  and  24  factories  ...  ...  ...  83 

Letters  written  in  relation  to  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  157 

Preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Legal  notices  served...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Legal  Proceedings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


Street  Cleansing.  -  During  the  year  the  streets  have 
been  regularly  swept,  the  work  being  done  by  hand  during 
the  earlier  part  of  the  week,  and  by  the  machine-brushes 
during  the  latter  portion.  A  great  length  of  main  road  has 
been  re-constructed,  and  the  machine- brushes  are  used  much 
more  than  formerly,  especially  in  North  Ward. 

The  streets  have  also  been  watered  when  necessary 
during  the  summer  months,  and  the  gullies  regularly  cleansed. 

During  the  year,  about  920  loads  of  sweepings  and  grat¬ 
ings  have  been  taken  from  the  streets. 


Public  Urinals. — These  are  regularly  cleansed  and 
disinfected  ;  only  one,  however,  is  provided  with  water  and 
flushing  apparatus.  It  would  be  a  great  improvement  if 
each  public  urinal  in  the  town  were  provided  with  a  water 
supply. 

Smoke. — Eighteen  smoke  observations  have  been  taken 
during  the  year,  and  in  six  instances  the  limit  of  12  minutes 
per  hour  was  exceeded.  Statutory  nolices  were  served  in 
each  case,  and  at  one  mill  the  firm  have  placed  a  patent  fan 
(Davidson  s  Belfast),  at  the  foot  of  the  chimney,  to  create  an 
induced  draught.  This  mill  h  is  been  under  observation 
several  times  since  the  introduction  of  the  fan,  but  in  each 
instance  the  emission  of  smoke  has  been  well  within  the  time 
limit.  I  consider  the  period  allowed  is  rather  too  long,  and 
if  it  were  reduced  to  ten  minutes  per  hour,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  advantageous. 

Slaughter- houses  —  There  are  17  slaughter-houses  in 
the  district,  one  new  license  having  been  granted  during 
the  year.  The  newly  licensed  slaughter-house  has  been 
made  in  accordance  with  the  bye-laws;  all  drainage  lelaid 
and  intercepted  from  sewer,  walls  face  1  with  cement  to  a 
height  of  6  feet,  and  new  concrete  floor  put  in  ;  adequate 
means  of  lighting  and  ventilation  have  also  been  provided. 

All  the  slaughter-houses  are  periodically  visited  and 
generally  found  in  a  very  fair  condition.  In  one  or  two 
instances  I  have  had  to  ask  occupiers  to  lime  wash,  and  stat 
utory  notice  had  to  be  served  on  one  occupier  for  neglecting 
to  keep  the  drainage  in  an  efficient  condition. 

Provisions.  — Provisions  exposed  for  sale  receive  con¬ 
stant  attention.  80  lbs  of  fish  was  seized  and  destroyed,  but 
no  further  action  was  taken  as  the  owner  readily  gave  up  the 
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fi  when  the  condition  of  some  was  pointed  out  to  him. 
A  tripe  dresser  also  drew  my  attention  to  a  consignment  of 
bellies  which  he  had  received,  and  as  they  were  in  a  very  had 
condition,  they  were  condemned  and  destroyed.  Whilst 
inspecting  the  meat  in  one  of  the  slaughter-houses,  I  noticed 
a  liver  from  a  sheep  very  much  infested  with  the  parasite, 
known  as  the  liver  fluke — ( n<’i>‘iiit:,iui.  1  h.i/om tini .)  In  this  case 
the  internal  organs  were  destroyed. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  igor.-  There  are  85 
Workshops  registered,  this  being  an  increase  of  two  during 
the  year.  The  places  are  visited  periodically  and  they  are 
kept  in  a  fair  condition.  One  notice  was  served  during  the 
year  on  the  occupier  of  a  bakehouse  for  neglecting  to  cleanse 
and  limewash  the  premises. 

Twelve  notices  have  been  served  in  relation  to  Factories  ; 
H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories  drawing  attention  to  the 
defects.  The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  : — 

1.  2  additional  water  closets  provided. 

2.  Cesspool  abolished;  3  closets  put  on  pail  system. 

3.  Two  long-hopper  closets  abolished  and  new  wash¬ 
down  basins  fixed.  (One  additional.) 

4.  Two  cesspools  abolished,  and  8  closets  rebuilt  and  put 
on  water  carriage  system. 

5.  Eight  hopper  closets  abolished  and  new  wash  down 
basins  fixed  with  flushing  cisterns. 

6.  Additional  closet  provided.  (Pail  system.) 

7.  Additional  closet  erected.  (Pail  system.) 

8.  Three  cesspools  abolished ;  5  closets  re-erected  and 
put  on  water  caniage  system. 


23 


g.  Additional  water  closet  provided. 

io.  Closets  partially  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  so  that  internal 
doors  could  be  fixed  on  females  closets,  closets  re-flagged  and 
new  urinal  provided. 

11.  Four  additional  water  closets  provided. 

12.  Cesspool  closet  abolished,  and  two  closets  erected  and 
put  on  water  carriage  system.  (One  additional  closet.) 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases,  several  others  are  in  hand. 

Common  Lodging  House. — We  have  only  one  registered 
common  lodging  house  in  the  district,  and  this  has  been 
regularly  visited  by  your  Medical  Officer  and  Inspector. 
There  has  been  a  change  of  tenant  during  the  year,  but  I  am 
pleased  to  report  that  the  place  has  been  kept  in  a  very  clean 
condition. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  number  of  persons  on  the 
register  is  78,  this  being  same  as  last  year.  One  notice  has 
been  served  under  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order,  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  the  matter  is  still  pending. 
In  several  other  instances  I  have  had  to  ask  farmers  to  pay 
more  attention  to  limewashing  and  cleansing. 

In  three  cases  I  have  had  to  caution  farmers  for  keeping 
swine  in  Cowsheds,  pointing  out  that  under  the  “  Dairies  and 
Cowsheds  Order  ”  it  was  illegal.  The  animals  have  gener¬ 
ally  been  removed  in  a  few  days. 

Infecftious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

The  following  cases  of  infecftious  disease  were  reported 
during  the  year  :  — 


Scarlet  Fever... 

Enteric  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 

Total 

hive  cases  of  enteric  fever  and  one  case  of  scarlet  fever 
were  removed  by  your  Inspector  to  to  the  Florence  Nightin¬ 
gale  Hospital  at  Bury.  Visits  were  made  to  houses  where 
cases  have  occurred,  enquiries  made  as  to  the  outbreak,  and 
instructions  given  to  the  occupiers  with  reference  to  isolation 
of  the  patients  and  disinfection  of  the  articles  which  had 
heen  in  contact  with  the  pitient.  In  all  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  disinfectants  are  supplied  free,  and  in  cases  of  enteric 
fever,  sanitary  pails  are  provided  and  the  contents  removed 
and  buried  by  your  own  men.  The  rooms  occupied  by 
patients  are  sprayed  and  fumigated  with  Formaldehyde.  In 
connection  with  the  cases  lemoved,  the  bedding  is  taken  and 
disinfected  in  the  steam  disinfector  at  the  hospital. 

I  he  day  school  at  Rowlands,  Summerseat,  has  been 
disinfected  during  the  year  in  consequence  of  a  severe  out¬ 
break  of  measles. 

House  to  House  Inspection  —This  has  been  carried 
out  in  certain  parts  of  Central  and  East  Wards  during  the 
year,  and  as  a  result  of  such  inspection,  a  fair  amount  of 
limewashing  aud  cleansing  has  been  carried  out  which  other¬ 
wise  might  not  have  been  done.  Two  statutory  notices  have 
been  served  to  enforce  cleansing,  etc. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  —  During  the  year  a  few  open 
channel  grids  have  been  replaced  by  proper  street  gullies  ; 
and  a  few  open  manhole  covers  have  been  replaced  by 
closed  covers  on  account  of  foul  odours  issuing  therefrom. 
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The  trunk  sewer  along  Whalley  Road,  which  was  com¬ 
menced  in  1904,  is  now  completed,  and  trunk  sewers  have 
been  laid  along  Burnley  Road,  Blackburn  Road,  and  Market 
Street,  Edenlield,  as  far  as  “  Horse  &  Jockey  Inn.”  Alto¬ 
gether,  over  2300  yards  have  been  laid  during  the  year.  A 
great  number  of  houses  have  already  been  connected,  and  it 
is  anticipated  that  a  great  many  more  will  be  connected 
during  the  coming  year,  especially  in  Bye  Road,  Sh uttleworth, 
where  there  has  previously  been  no  outlet. 

One  or  two  sewers  have  been  laid  in  private  streets  off 
Peel  Brow,  and  the  owners  of  property  abutting,  have 
adopted  the  water  carriage  system  of  refuse  disposal.  There 
is,  however,  need  for  more  sewers  to  be  laid  in  private  streets 
at  the  higher  end  of  Peel  Brow  ;  a  number  of  closets  are  on 
the  insanitary  privy  and  cesspool  system,  and  are  a  source  of 
great  nuisance,  but  this  cannot  be  remedied  until  sewers  are 
provided. 

The  inspection  of  new  drains  has  been  strictly  carried 
out,  and  no  new  drains  are  covered  in  without  such  inspec* 
tion  ;  the  drains  are  subjected  either  to  the  smoke  or  water 
test. 


In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  help  and 
confidence. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours  obediently, 


ALFRED  FORT, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


